
To

F.No.U-1 l0l2l 1312014-IC
Government of India

Ministry of Rural Development
Department of Rural Development

(IC Division)

Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi
dated the 18th September,20lS

The State Secretaries of Rural Development (In-charge)

Subject: International Seminar on "Best Agriculture and Rural Development Practices in
Africa and Asia with Special Reference to One House One Farm (OHOF) Model
of Bangladesh", BARn, comilla, Bangradeshr 05th -llth November,20lg - reg.

Sir,

I am directed to enclose a copy of AARDO's letter no. Res/InI./SEM/AARDO/BARD/
2018 dated 6th September,2018 on the subject mentioned above and to say that the proforma for
nomination of willing and eligible candidates for the aforesaid seminar duly completed in all
respect and forwarded by concerned authorities, may be sent to IC Diri.io, byl't October, 2018. Bio data may also be furnished in electronic form to
icsection.mord@ gmail.com.

Encl: as above.

Copy to:

1. Director General, NIRD & PR, Rajendra Nagar, Hyderabad.
2. Director of all SIRDs (via e-mail).
3. Principal of all ETC's (via e-mail).
4. Director (NIC): For uploading on the website of the Ministry and Diksha portal.

';-?/4v>
(Dinesh Kumar)

Under Secretary flC)
Te[.23071372
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International Seminar  

On  

Best Agricultural and Rural Development Practices in 

Africa and Asia, with Special Reference to  

One House One Farm (OHOF) Model of Bangladesh 

05-11 November 2018 
BARD, Comilla, Bangladesh 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The Government of Bangladesh has been implementing the ‘One House One Farm’ 

project popularly known as ‘Ektee Bari Ektee Khamar (EBEK)’, since 2009 with the 

goal of eradicating rural poverty from the country. This is the biggest project in the 

public sector of Bangladesh for poverty reduction of the rural people. The prime 

objective of the project is to contribute to reducing national poverty from 22.8% to 

10%, by 2020. The project follows the strategy of making each rural household the 

locus of agro-economic activities for sustainable livelihood development, through 

optimum utilization of local resources, human resources and time. The core concept of 

‘EBEK’ is that each rural household will be a centre of economic activities. To achieve 

this end, it has introduced a unique system of fund mobilization known as 

‘contributory micro savings’. The project targets 60 poor and ultra poor families in 

each village. Government is committed to expand EBEK activities to all 87,223 

villages of the country. 

 

The project is a dream project of the Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of the 

present Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. The Honourable Prime 

Minister has given high priority to this project to ensure government’s focus on 

investment in agriculture and food security. In this post-MDGs era, the project 

outcome can now be associated with sustainable development goals, particularly 
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SDG-1 and SDG-2 that focus on completely ending poverty and hunger through 

sustainable agriculture. The beauty of sustainable agriculture is that it intersects with 

multiple SDGs. For example, it can contribute to ending poverty (SDG-1), enhancing 

technical skill development, IGAs and entrepreneurship development (SDG-4.4), 

promoting inclusive and sustainable growth (SDG-8), taking action to combat climate 

change (SDG-13), and many others. Therefore, there is no doubt that One House One 

Farm is a timely undertaken project. The main activities of the project include 

organizing people under a cooperative system, encouraging them to save for financial 

capital formation and empowering them by giving the decision making power for 

investment. Two unique features have distinguished this initiative from 

conventional microcredit based poverty alleviation programmes. One is the 

innovative concept of micro-savings creating a capital base of the rural poor at the 

local level which is created through joint contribution of the government and the 

villagers and works as the permanent source of credit and investment for the 

beneficiaries at their doorstep. The other is the financial inclusion of the rural 

beneficiaries in an online banking system linking each grassroots beneficiary with 

the national database of the project. 

  

The project has been designed exclusively for the poor agro farming families. The 

theme is that someone is poor because deficiency in purchasing power (while food 

and essential commodities are available in the market) i.e. inaccessibility to market 

due to lack of money. One has no money because there is no income due to lack of 

work. It is thought that poverty would be alleviated if the real poor would get the 

opportunity to use their potential ensuring regular work as farming and other 

livelihood, if possible. The intrinsic philosophy is that sustainable poverty alleviation 

may be possible when sustainable livelihood, through agricultural farming, would be 

ensured, without compromising the future resource use. This innovative model of 

poverty alleviation in Bangladesh, in the mean time, has been mature enough for 

sharing its learning and experiences with other countries grappling with poverty 

applying various strategies and programmes.   

 

Besides, there is another component of One House One Farm (OHOF), which is 

known as “Improving Livelihood of Rural People of Lalmai-Mainamati Hill 

Areas of Comilla through Integrated Agricultural Farming” and being 

implemented by Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development (BARD), Comilla. 

Under the umbrella of OHOF, this component has been focusing on multidimensional 

agro-based supports and services to the poor beneficiaries. In addition to capital 

formation, through savings deposit by the beneficiaries and contribution of equal 

amount of matching grants from the government, this component also arranges 

training on bee keeping, poultry rearing, fish cultivation, cattle rearing, vermi-compost 

preparation and application, fruit cultivation, entrepreneurship development, seed 

production and preservation, irrigation water management which are directly 

contributing to SDG-4.4 through sustainable livelihood improvement.   

 

This seminar cum workshop actually focuses on OHOF as a unique Bangladeshi 

model of addressing poverty which still remains one of the main problems of African 
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and Asian countries as a whole with the highest concentration of poor people in the 

world. Although collateral free micro credit has played a vital role in poverty 

alleviation, it has also proved its limitations in many countries in bringing the poorest 

out of the vicious circle of chronic dependence on it. Against this backdrop, the 

innovative concept of micro savings, applied in OHOF as a means of developing a 

self-propelled rural financing system and as an alternative to conventional micro 

finance can be shared in this seminar by the AARDO member countries.  

 

Moreover, this international seminar has been conceived to share some other 

successful models of inclusive and sustainable surely achievable through 

agricultural and rural development best practices in the AARDO member 

countries.  This will trigger South-South cooperation towards attainments of 

crucial SDGs. 

 

Objective of the Seminar 

 

The general objective of the seminar is to facilitate experience sharing among 

development practitioners and policy makers on agricultural and rural development 

best practices in Africa and Asia with a focus on One House One Farm (OHOF) 

model of Bangladesh. The specific objectives are: 

 

I. To share the concept and learning of One House One Farm (OHOF) model of 

Bangladesh as an innovative rural development model; 

II. To share some other successful models of inclusive growth which have been 

achieved through agricultural and rural development best practices in some of 

the AARDO member countries; 

III. To facilitate idea sharing among the experts, practitioners and policy makers to 

identify the strengths and replicability of OHOF and other best practices and 

models in the AARDO member countries; 

IV. To suggest follow-up actions for utilizing the learning of the seminar and to 

foster greater South-South and triangular cooperation.  

 

Learning Outcomes of the Seminar 

 

By attending the seminar, the participants will be able to: 

 

I. learn the best agricultural and rural development practices in Asia and Africa 

region, particularly the micro savings concept of OHOF; 

II. identify some common issues of concern with regard to poverty, food security 

and rural development in Africa and Asia; 

III. explore potentials of these programmes in the context of SDGs;   

IV. identify the factors responsible for success of the best practices in the region; 

V. identify ways for adapting the acquired knowledge on the best agricultural and 

rural development practices in the region; 

VI. explore possible partnership among the countries to utilize and disseminate the 

learning of the best practices. 



4 

 

Programme Contents 

 

Keeping in view the stated objectives, the seminar will focus on the following core 

areas:  

 

Module 1: Conceptual Issues and Experiences from South Asia 

 

I. Key Note Paper on One House One Farm (OHOF) Model of Bangladesh 

II. Expert Paper 1: Rural Livelihood Mission and Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) of India; 

III. Expert Paper 2: Best Practices of Poverty Alleviation and Rural Development in 

Pakistan with Special Reference to AKHUWAT Model of Micro-Finance, Pakistan; 

IV. Expert Paper 3: Other Best Practices/Successful Models of Rural 

Development in Bangladesh 

 

Module 2: Rural Development Experiences from East and South-East Asia 

 

I. Expert Paper 4:  Best Practices of Agricultural and Rural Development in 

Korea with Special Reference to Saemaul Undong Model of Community 

Participation, Korea 

II. Expert Paper 5: Poverty Alleviation and Rural Development Experience of  

Malaysia; 

III. Expert Paper 6: Smart/Digital Agriculture Experience of Republic of China 

(Taiwan), R.O. China; 

 

Module 3: Rural Development Experiences from Middle East and Africa 

 

I. Expert Paper 7: Agriculture and Rural Development in Egypt: Best 

Practices/Programmes for Empowering Rural Poor, Egypt; 

II. Expert Paper 8: Agriculture and Rural Development in Jordan: Successful 

Policies and Programmes, Jordan;  

III. Expert Paper 9: Similar Successful Models of Other Member Countries. 

 

Module 4: Country Paper Presentation and Experience Sharing 

 

I. Country Paper Presentation 

II. Workshop on Learning Utilization by the Participants through Group 

Exercise 

 

Programme Methods 

 

The seminar will be highly participatory and interactive and would ensure 

maximum involvement of the participants. The keynote and expert paper presentations 

will be followed by ample discussions on the papers. The papers are expected to 

incorporate success stories and video documentations. Moreover, through 

presentation of country papers and discussions, sharing of knowledge and learning 
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will take place in this seminar. Keynote, country papers will be followed by 

consolidation of learning through workshop sessions, and participants will also work 

out recommendations to scale up cooperation and sharing of learning among the 

member-countries. Local field visits to OHOF and some other successful cases will 

be arranged for hands-on learning.   
 

Programme Implementation and Participants 
 

BARD is collaborating with AARDO, for the organization the programme on a cost 

and expertise sharing basis. The Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development 

and Cooperatives, People’s Republic of Bangladesh will facilitate implementation of 

the programme by ensuring participation of local participants and coordinating 

necessary services including visa and security matters. The programme is designed for 

senior and mid level officials of relevant Ministries and organizations of the AARDO 

member countries. Around 25 international participants and 15 local participants 

are expected to attend the seminar. The international participants of the seminar will 

be selected by AARDO, while participants from Bangladesh will be selected by the 

Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives, Government of 

the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. 
 

Programme Dates and Duration 
 

The duration of the programme is 07 (seven) days, including days of arrival and 

departure, from 05-11 November 2018. 
 

Venue of the Programme: 
 

Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development (BARD), 

Kotbari, Comilla, Bangladesh (www.bard.gov.bd) 
 

Contact Persons at BARD and AARDO: 
 

Dr. Milan Kanti Bhattacharjee 
Director (Training), BARD,  

Kotbari, Comilla, Bangladesh 

Tel.: 00880-81-68211, Mobile: 00880-1716752215 

Email: training.bard@gmail.com  

 

Dr. Khushnood Ali 
Head, Research Division & Programme Coordinator 

African-Asian Rural Development Organization (AARDO), 

2 State Guest Houses Complex, Chanakyapuri, 

New Delhi, India 

Tel.: 0091-11-26877783/24100475, Mobile: 0091-9818289159, 

Email: researchdivision_aardo2013@yahoo.com  

http://www.bard.gov.bd/
mailto:training.bard@gmail.com
mailto:researchdivision_aardo2013@yahoo.com


AFRICAN-ASIAN RURAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (AARDO) 
 

NOMINATION  PROFORMA FOR TRAINING FELLOWSHIP/ WORKSHOP/SEMINAR/STUDY VISIT 

 

Name of the Programme_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Venue___________________________________Duration__________________________________________ 

     

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS  

 

i) Please answer each question clearly and completely. 

ii) Please ensure that the attached physical examination            PHOTOGRAPH 

 report is complete and duly certified by Government                  (Passport Size) 

  Doctor. 

ii) Please send the form to the nominating authority for 

 onward transmission to Secretary General, AARDO. 

 

 (Use CAPITAL Letters)  
 

 1. Name (Dr/Mr/Ms) (As indicated in Passport) 

    Family Name            First Name   Middle Name 

  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 2. Father’s  Name  : 

 

          Mother’s Name : 

 

          Spouse’s Name  : 

      (if married) 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 3. Present Mailing Address (Please Specify City, Province & Country) 

  

 i) Residence Address 

 
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 ii) Office Address 

 

 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

(Please specify country and city code) 

 

 i)  Mobile      ii) Tel (Office) :   

 

 iii) Fax:  

  

 iii)  Tel (Residence)    iv) Email :   

 

  

 4. Sex        Male      Female  5. Marital Status 

 6. Passport Particulars 

 i)  Number    v) Place of Issue 

 ii)  Date of Issue    vi)  Date of Birth 

 iii)  Date of Expiry    vii)  Place of Birth 

 iv)  Issuing Authority   viii) Nationality 

Note : Please attach photo copy of the passport. 



7. Language(s)  Known (Mother Tongue First) Please tick (✓)  

  Languages Excellent  Good Fair  

   O W O W O W 

 
 i)   

 ii)   

 iii)   
 

 O= Oral; W=Written. 
  

8. Educational Qualifications 

  i) University degree or equivalent 

       

 Name and Address Duration   Degree and Academic                  Major Subjects of Study 

     of University                           From  To                               
                       

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 ii) Other formal trainings including professional training, if any 

 

  Name and Address             Type of Training              Duration      Certificate/Diploma 

    of Institute Received From        To  Obtained  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

9. Employment Record 

 i)  Present Position 

   

  Exact title of your post   Date of joining 

         

        

 

 Name and address of employer  Duty station 

 (Please include Telephone, Fax, E-mail, 

       if any) 

 

  Number and kind of employees supervised 

 

 

 

  Description of your present duties  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  



ii) Previous Positions (during the last five years) 

 

 Extact title of your post Name of the institution served Duration Nature of duties performed 

   From To 

 

 1. 

 

 2. 

 

 3. 
 

10 I certify that the statements made by me in the forgoing paras are true, complete, and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. 

   Signature____________________________ 

  

 Date ___________________  Name_______________________________ 

 

 

Physical Examination Report 

  (To be filled in by Government Doctor) 

      

     Ref No: ___________________________ 

     

 I have examined Mr/Ms. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

  (Name & Designation of the candidate) 
 

 and certify that (i) he/she is physically fit; (ii) suffers from no communicable disease;  

 and  (iii) he/she is HIV negative. 
 
 ______________________________________                    _________________________________________________________ 

 Specimen signature of candidate Signature of  Examining Physician 

   Name 

   Designation 

 Date_____________________ (Seal) Address   

       

For Use by Nominating Authority 
 

 1.Mr/Ms___________________________s/o d/o/ w/o Mr_______________________________________ 

 whose  particulars  are  given  in  the  foregoing  paras  of  this  proforma  is  hereby  duly   

     sponsored  to  participate in _____________________________________________________________ 

 (Please mention name of the programme) 
 

2.  In the event of selection of the candidate, all costs  (other than those attached to the 

    programme and borne by AARDO) would be borne by  us. 
 

3. It has been ensured that the candidate participates in the programme for its  

    entire duration and with all due attention and responsibilities. 

 

  

 Signature  

  Name 

  Official Seal Designation 

  Mailing Address 

  E-mail  

 

Please forward to: 

The Secretary General 

African-Asian Rural Development Organization 

2, State Guest Houses Complex, Chanakyapuri 

New Delhi - 110021, India 

 


